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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

 
  
ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN PARTY, et al.,  
  

Plaintiffs,  
 No. 
v.   
  
J.B. PRITZKER, Declaration of George Pearson 

Defendant.  
  
  

 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare that the following facts are true, to the best of my 

knowledge, information, and belief: 

1. I am a resident of Monee, Will County, Illinois. 

2. I am the chairman of the Will County Republican Central Committee. 

3. As the Republican organization for Will County, our Committee is responsible for 

reaching 440,000 plus registered voters spread across 307 precincts in 24 townships with 

our Republican message in order to elect our Republican candidates. 

4. Each spring our Committee hosts a Lincoln Day Dinner to honor Illinois’ greatest 

contribution to our nation, Republican president Abraham Lincoln. Last year our Dinner 

in May 2019 drew a record crowd to hear economist and author Stephen Moore discuss 

President Trump’s economic agenda.  This year we were not able to hold the dinner 

because of the Governor’s ban on group gatherings. 

5. As chairman, one of my responsibilities each year is to participate in the Illinois 

Republican Party’s state convention. This year I am a delegate, but the convention will be 

held only online via Zoom because of the Governor’s ban on group gatherings.  An 
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online convention is not as effective at creating in-person connections and collaborations 

across counties, which is one of the primary functions of the convention from my 

vantage. 

6. Our Committee meets once a month to plan events, budget funds, and stay on track for 

our activities. Due to the Governor’s ban on group gatherings, we have been doing these 

meetings via Zoom the past several months. The Zoom meetings are a poor substitute for 

in-person, direct conversations to work through sometimes tough but important issues. 

7. Our Committee originally had planned to host a Juneteenth Day celebration on June 19, 

but decided to cancel it because of the Governor’s ban on group gatherings.  We are now 

planning a July 4 celebration.  We are working with a local farmer to host it on his 

property in order to have ample room for people to maintain safe distances while still 

participating in a fun, outdoor event with speakers, food, and hopefully fireworks. 

8. This July 4 celebration will be the kickoff for our push to the election in November 2020. 

We plan to undertake a number of election-oriented activities to deliver victory for our 

Republican candidates for local, state, and federal offices. 

9. Usually, our election activities include a number of undertakings that involve groups of 

ten or more gathering, which we cannot do under the Governor’s ban. These include 

phone banks, rallies, meet-the-candidate coffees or socials, and press conferences. To 

fund these activities, we host receptions or other events with a per-ticket price to support 

our party. All of these events are currently impossible because of the Governor’s ban on 

group gatherings. Our inability to undertake them in the coming months will severely 

hamper our ability to organize and engage our voters for November. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

 
  
ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN PARTY, et al.,  
  

Plaintiffs,  
 No. 
v.   
  
J.B. PRITZKER, Declaration of Matt Podgorski 

Defendant.  
  
  

 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare that the following facts are true, to the best of my 

knowledge, information, and belief: 

1. I am a resident of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 

2. I am the chairman of the Northwest Side GOP Club. 

3. As the Republican organization for the Northwest side of Chicago, our Committee is 

responsible for reaching registered voters in Chicago’s 38th, 39th, 41st, and 45th Wards, 

plus the township of Norwood Park. 

4. As chairman, one of my responsibilities each year is to participate in the Illinois 

Republican Party’s state convention. This year I am a delegate, but the convention will be 

held only online via Zoom because of the Governor’s ban on group gatherings.  An 

online convention is not as effective at creating in-person connections and collaborations 

across counties, which is one of the primary functions of the convention in my view. 

5. Our Committee meets once a month to plan events, budget funds, and stay on track for 

our activities. Due to the Governor’s ban on group gatherings, these meetings have been 

cancelled, and we are forced to rely instead on emails and one-to-one phone calls, which 
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are a poor substitute for in-person, direct conversations to work through sometimes tough 

but important issues. 

6. Between now and the November election, we are planning a number of election-oriented 

activities to deliver victory for our Republican candidates for local, state, and federal 

offices. In particular, we are enthusiastic to host a rally for 50-100 people in support of 

Judge Pat O’Brien, the Republican candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney. We also 

want to host rallies supporting our candidates for state representative and state senate, 

both of whom are active members of our club. 

7. Our club usually hosts 3 to 4 major events each year which provide the vast majority of 

the funds for our operations each year.  This year we only held one such event in January 

before the Governor’s ban on group gatherings went into effect, and as a result our 

fundraising has been severely hampered. Calls and letters are no substitute for the 

enthusiasm and interest generated by a speaker or the opportunity to network with new 

friends or gather with old ones. 

8. Usually, our election activities include a number of undertakings that involve groups of 

ten or more gathering, which we cannot do under the Governor’s ban. These include 

phone banks, rallies, and meet-the-candidate coffees or socials. To fund these activities, 

we host receptions or other events with a per-ticket price to support our party. All of 

these events are currently impossible because of the Governor’s ban on group gatherings. 

Our inability to undertake them in the coming months will severely hamper our ability to 

organize and engage our voters for November.  

9. We are a grassroots organization. We do not have the huge war chest or infrastructure to 

purchase TV and radio advertising.  We rely on voter-to-voter, neighbor-to-neighbor 
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contact. This sort of volunteer-driven outreach is not only more affordable, but we 

believe it’s more effective in delivering our message. The Governor’s ban on group 

gatherings as small as ten makes it significantly harder for our corps of grassroots 

activists to engage one another and other voters in support of our candidates. 

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Dated: _____________ 
 

 
__________________________ 
Matt Podgorski, declarant 
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