
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

 
  
SALEM MEDIA OF ILLINOIS, LLC, et al.,  
  

Plaintiffs,  
 No. 
v.   
  
J.B. PRITZKER, et al., Declaration of Amy Jacobson 

Defendants.  
  
  

 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare that the following facts are true, to the best of my 

knowledge, information, and belief: 

1. I am a resident of Cook County, Illinois. 

2. I graduated from the University of Iowa, Phi Beta Kappa, with a degree in broadcasting 

in 1991. 

3. After graduating, I worked as a television reporter for stations in Alexandra (MN), 

Tucson, El Paso, and Detroit. 

4. I returned to my home state of Illinois in 1996 to work as an on-air news reporter for 

NBC-5 WMAQ (Chicago). 

5. While on television, I won a regional Emmy Award and was nominated for an additional 

six regional Emmy’s. 

6. I transitioned from television to radio upon joining WLS in 2008. 

7. I moved from WLS to WIND AM 560 in 2010.  There, I am cohost of “Chicago’s 

Morning Answer.” I spend four hours every morning on air delivering the news along 

with insight, opinion, and analysis. 
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8. I also routinely contribute to the station’s other shows and news updates as a field 

reporter. 

9. I have covered numerous major media events for AM 560, including election night 

coverage in 2012, 2014, 2016, and 2018; former Governor Rod Blagojevich’s final press 

conference before entering prison, and his first press conference upon his return from 

prison; and the 2016 presidential debate in St. Louis. 

10. I also make and break news on my social media channels. 

11. I began attending the Governor’s daily COVID-19 press conference on Friday, April 17, 

2020. 

12. On May 14, I asked the Governor at the press conference about his furlough of over 1,000 

prisoners during the pandemic, including 64 convicted murderers.  

13. On May 13, I asked about the disconnect between the Governor’s legal position in various 

COVID-related cases and a 2001 Attorney General opinion given the opposite 

interpretation of his powers under the emergency management.  

14. On April 18, I asked the Governor about the difference between his plan for reopening the 

state and the President’s plan.  I asked two follow-up questions about Chicago lakefront 

access for bikers and joggers, after which the governor’s press secretary cut off in-person 

questioning.  

15. After asking those three questions on April 18, I watched the governor’s press secretary 

Jordan Abudayyeh appear to become agitated with my line of questioning.  I heard her say 

at the end of the press conference that “things in these briefings are going to change.”  I 

approached her for clarification, and she did not elaborate. 
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16. On April 19, I received an email sent to all reporters from Abudayyeh notifying us that the 

press conference that afternoon was moving to a pooled coverage system “to further ensure 

we’re appropriately following social distancing guidelines.”  A copy of the email is 

attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 1. 

17. Abudayyeh put this system in place after a month of in-person briefings where reporters 

were spaced out in the room. Under the pool system, the press room was re-configured to 

end the physical presence of all reporters except two pool reporters, one for print and one 

for broadcast. Radio did not receive separate pool representation. Under the new system, 

non-pool reporters were required to submit questions to the pool reporters, who would then 

relay the questions to the Governor and his staff during the briefings  

18. Under this new system, I was invited to participate live in the press conferences via 

videoconference technology (WebX) and submitted my question to be read by the pool 

reporters to the Governor.  

19. The new system made it much harder to ask follow-up questions. 

20. On April 23, 2020, I asked the Governor about the State of Illinois being forced to 

declare bankruptcy and he responded that “Amy clearly doesn’t understand what happens 

when an organization goes through a bankruptcy and out the other side.” 

21. On April 29, 2020, the Governor corrected a previous statement he had made in a press 

conference in response to a question I asked about President Trump’s phases. 

22. On May 15, 2020, I reported that the First Family was remaining overnight at their horse 

farm in Wisconsin. A copy of the tweet is attached as Exhibit 2. 
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23. On May 16, 2020, I was one of several speakers at a “Reopen Illinois” rally outside the 

Thompson Center in downtown Chicago sponsored by Freedom Movement USA, a 

nonprofit grassroots civic organization. 

24.  I sometimes speak at public events and on news/talk programs other than my own to share 

my reporting and editorial views.  

25. I undertake these speaking engagements within my employer’s policies governing 

employee conduct.  

26. While at the rally, I gave remarks that repeated views I had given on my radio show many 

times previously.  

27. While at the rally, I observed two people holding signs making Nazi references.  On My 

Twitter that day I called those signs “offensive,” saying “There is NO need for this.”  A 

copy of the tweet is attached as Exhibit 3. 

28. On Monday, May 18, 2020, I attempted to participate in the Governor’s videoconference 

press conference, but the question I submitted to the pool reporters was not read. 

29. I reported that day that I was “BLOCKED from @Gov Pritzker’s daily briefings.” A copy 

of the tweet is attached as Exhibit 4. 

30. Later that same day, I received an email from the Governor’s press secretary, Jordan 

Abudayyeh, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 5.  

31. Since Abudayyeh’s email, I have been blocked from participating in the WebX 

videoconference like other journalists.  

32. My inability to participate and ask questions of the Governor during his press conferences 

on the same basis as other journalists significantly hampers my ability to do my job as AM 
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560’s reporter covering the most important story happening in Illinois right now, namely 

the Governor’s ongoing response to COVID-19. 

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Dated: May 31, 2020 
 

 
__________________________ 
Amy Jacobson, declarant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 9BF129F1-2FC0-430F-8590-574A25EA2631Case: 1:20-cv-03212 Document #: 2-2 Filed: 06/01/20 Page 5 of 9 PageID #:36



5 
 

EXHIBIT 1 
 

 
 

EXHIBIT 2 
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EXHIBIT 3 
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EXHIBIT 4 
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EXHIBIT 5 
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